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One of the most I mportant precautions
and your family from severe weather 1is
weat her aware means you are informed of
to the potenti al hazards Knowi ng what
watches and warnings are iIissued is key
warning is only helpful i f you are awar
I nformation about watches and warnings:”:
are many different ways to receive thic
commercial TV and radio, and NOAA Weatht
technol ogies have one thing in common:
aware and actively I|Iisten for watches ¢
WHATTOLI STHEBR

Wat c h:

A watichhsusd to give advance notice when
the devel opment of severe weather, whet
tornadoes, or flash flooding. When a we

ti md atkkee pr eaxmaduatkieonssur e youshoel ogrlepdr ed
weat her strike.

War ni ng:
Warnings are issued when severe weather
a warning iIs issued takeytowmn armemw,diyd.Le
pro tect your | i1 f ' Created: 04/02/10 at 00:40 UTC ( y
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American Samoa .+ Guam - Puerto Rico/Mirgin 1slands

[T winter Storm Warming [ Coastal Flood Advisery [l Freeze Watch

- ngh Wind Warning - High Surf Advisory I:l Fire Weather Watch

-SI ning I:lSmaII Craft Advisory I:lExlreme Fire Danger

-A alar arning I:lBriskWimlA(Ivisory -Coaslal Flood Statement

- Flood Waming D Lake Wind Advisory I:l Special Weather Statemen it

El Hazard lous Seas Warning Dwin(l Ailvisory I:l Hazardous Weather Outlook

El Gale Warning - Frost Advisory I:l Hydrologic Outlook

[ Red Flag Waming [ 2ir Quality Alert []Short Term Forecast

-Wimer Weather Advisory - Winter Storm Watch

- Flood Advisory - High Wind Watch
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BROADCASODMMERCIMADI A

The National Weat her Service has a stroc
medi a. The NWS relies on the broadcast
warnings to the public. This iIs a very

|l owans get severe weather warnings fror

TELEVI SM®BMNI A

Tel evision meteorologists and broadcast
publ i c. Il n addition, they wuswually add \
pl ays and visually explain where the ¢t}
t hat | oca cial TV I ri mar )
(Wol f, 20 ng th ' y O [
plied thr o g\ 0
the air,

i ng the

event s,

wa-t wal |

terrupt.i

reception

maxi mi zed

RADI MMEDI A

Radi o media is another i1 mportant way |

i ngs. The radio media varies fr
a very | arge coverage areas to
across centr al | owa. Sever al S
vi de-twallll severe weat
i ng high end events w
area.

t

The Emergency Alert System (E
weat her warnings. When statio
to transmit severe weather wa
the public.
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NOAAEWHEHRDI O

Known as tthe "Voice of the Natiomal Wee
Weat her Radio (NWR) is provNateidomal aOpe
anic & At mospher(iNOAMImMI npiasrttr aotfi otnhe Dep
Commerce. NWR“IrnNnc92U@etsr amps miotvteeamsn g al |
states, adjacent coastal_~waters, Puert c
Paci fic Tersrp.etcoirale sr.aal\VWR araeecgeuii
' ' up the signal

even frequencie
00, 162.525, 16

E
S
r
.

dern NWR ReceiS\WelEs ( &mpe.cofftien Area Mes:
gapabl'e, meaning. they ‘can be setup tc
areas (uswually countiies in the Midwe
all ‘keypad on the receiver. I n this r
m. for a warning which is not of inte

Al | owans should benefit »from NWR sinc¢
I m & ange. 't i's a great way to get a wze
youo may be 'asl eep, or in remote locatic

NOAA Weather Radio I s one of thedbest I
Unf ortunately, st udi elsO hpaevrec esnhto wonf tthhaet
owns a weather radio (Wolf, 2009).

WHAT/-$+A THAZ ARDME SISAGI?NG
NWS forecast odfiaegehaagr pement s wi th

managers to facilitate theireceipt and
weat.her rel ated messages. ‘TTthese message
NOAA . . Weat her Radio and may inhterrupt tfF
cial alert tones and 'SAME -weoadtehse.r Eexvaenmptl
i ncl ude:

] Toxi c chemical i nci dent
] Nucl ear power ~plant acc
] AMBER Al er t's
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http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrbro.htm
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrrcvr.htm
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrsame.htm
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrsame.htm

OUTDOOWARNI S STEM

When it comes to seve
warning systems ( SO0me
rens) have one pur pos
| yt o al ert p eoouptlded dwahso

somet hing dangerous I r
should go inside. De (
sirens may be soundec
threatening hazards, r
tent thawutpdesdwmlssd d s e
ter
oss |l owa, |l ocal siren activation pol
ernment is wusually n charge of sire
t t have the aut hc
[

th communities
m Sirens.

NWS wor ks closely
ems, including sto
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For severe weather, most communities sc
warning is in effect for their area. Ot
and only activate the outdoor warning ¢
wh i e a few activate sirens for both se
warnings. The NWS encourages communiti e

or hail f tw i nches or greater).

I
n
sirens -dgdmd shewerr e thunderstorms (wind s
/ 0 0
icy, check with the | ocal emergency

CELLUL RRONESNDMOBI IDEVI CES

People can have cell phone
warnings. Services vary fr
There are sever al providers
cy alert notifications, 1inc
warnings for a small fee. S
carry a cell phone, or othe
ceiving severe weather warn
FEMA messages I s an excellent wa
Free warning text messaging wil/ be cor

providers and phones.

WEATA

Building a Weather-Ready Nation ’




n recent
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severe weather warni
Most people -tsap |l dr ulsamss
to gain access to th =
I's expanding rapidly
have i nternet access

People use various w
cess to NWS warning
cess NWS warnings i
www. weatherF@gmovcent r ag
ADes MoinesoO to the
www. weather. gov/ des ma

THEINTERNET

years, manyoma : =5§Ecei

sary of the Satellite that "Fol revercl anged Weather Fore u"
today, the warld's firstweal ll'\ t llite , known as TIROS- 1 (T elevision Infrared
Tal, F\ rida and opened a new an d aciting
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One maj or advantage err
Viewing warni ngs gr a[cecl s e S e N WS
warnings are issued based on the storm
not the county, modern severe weather v
graphically to see exactly where the wae
Soci al medi a websites are gaining in pc

may be received on these sites as well

war nings

over the internet wil/l |l i kely

FRI ENBSIDFAMI LY

Relying on friends and family shou
means of receiving a warning Ho we
post orm surveys conducted by the |

and social sci ntists have found t
peopl e have sought shelter from a
family member alled to warn them
proven to save I|ves. I f you are |
moved to safety, reach out to f ami

- affected and encourage them to do
affected by a storm, but are aware of e
one nearby, or even across the country,
aware of the dangerous situation They
Hearing from a | oved one helps to per sc
weat her and encourages people to take &

AT,
N

Building a Weather-Ready Nation



http://www.weather.gov
http://www.weather.gov/desmoines

